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Note : Do not type the ‘Speed Passage’ again.
Type the following speed passage in SEVEN MINUTES. Use DOUBLE or ONE
and HALF LINE SPACING and a Margin of FIFTEEN SPACES on the left.

[Marks : 40]
Dowry practice in India is a curse that has spread

its poisonous tentacles to all corners of the country.
It has not spared any caste or community. It is a shame
that it is so prevalent in a society that has such a rich
traditional culture.

Dowry system has been in India since the
ancient days. Girls and boys were married while they were
hardly in their teens. The parents sent their daughter
to her new home with lots of gifts and basic necessities
that would sustain her and her husband till such time as
the husband was old enough to start earning. This age-old
tradition continues today, but now it is greed - that of the
groom’s folks - which has made it a social evil.

In this modern age, where girls are given equal
opportunities for higher education and better jobs, parents
are wary of giving away their daughters in marriage to
someone who is lesser qualified than them. On the other
hand, if the boy has a high social standing and status in
Society, and has a very lucrative job, then there is
increasing demands made by his parents in the form of dowry.
Many families cannot afford to meet these demands, and find
their daughters left high and dry on the shelf. Late
marriages, deaths and suicide, and bride-burning are a few
commonplace occurrences, especially in rural areas of
Northern India.
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